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ENLIGHTENMENT OF THE WORD
BY THE HOLY SPIRIT

David Baker

INTRODUCTION1

There are those who claim that in order for the Bible to be
understood, the Holy Spirit must interpret its meaning to the person
reading or studying it. This concept is generally referred to as the
“enlightenment” or “illumination” of the Word by the Holy Spirit. The
basis of this theory is that the Holy Spirit in a direct, supernatural,
miraculous way enlightens the mind of a man so he can comprehend
the Word of God. Advocates of this doctrine would have us to believe
that the Word of God—separate and apart from the enabling influence
exerted by the Holy Spirit—is incomprehensible, dead and useless. We
must go to “the law and to the testimony” (Isa. 8:20) to see if this is just
another false doctrine, or if it has validity. However, before we do, let
us apply some common sense.

COMMON SENSE REASONING
A wise old friend used to say that the Bible and common sense will

get you to glory. Having one without the other can be a sure recipe for
disaster.

God has chosen to communicate to mankind through the avenue of
words—and words have meaning. Words are vehicles of thought. Does
common sense not tell us that it is certainly reasonable to think that an
omniscient, omnipotent, and omnipresent God would be able to
communicate His message and instructions in terms that man can
understand? If men can communicate understandably with one another,
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and we do it all the time, surely God achieving such would be a most
simple feat.

Everyday, people pick up their newspapers and read them. As the
average person reads his newspaper, would you say he can readily
comprehend what is being said through the medium of words, printed
words? Is it possible for a woman to read, understand, and follow clear
recipe instructions in the preparation of a delicious dish? Can a
physician prescribe a medication and instruct that it be taken three
times a day, one pill every eight hours, and the recipient of that
prescription understand that three pills a day are all that are necessary?
Obviously, the answer to the above questions is, “Yes!” Well, if men
are able to communicate and understand one another through the
avenue of words, does not common sense dictate that God, Who is
infinitely wiser and abler than man, can make His will known to
humanity without the direct and/or supernatural assistance of the Holy
Spirit?

THE BIBLE SPEAKS
Now, we turn to “the law and to the testimony.” Through His

prophet Isaiah, God said:
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts
than your thoughts (Isa. 55:8-9).

In order for man to know the mind and will of God in spiritual matters,
the Almighty has had to reveal it because His ways and thoughts are
above man. This God has done in the form of inspired messages. The
apostle Paul wrote:

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

The term “inspiration” literally means God-breathed or breathed of
God. From this we understand that all Scripture is of divine origin. In
other words, Holy Scripture, the Bible, is a divine product. Even though
God used fallible men as His instruments for conveying His messages,
the material they received and penned was free from error. Therefore,
Holy Writ is inspired, inerrant, infallible, and all-sufficient. That being
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true, consider what the Bible itself has to say about our being able to
understand its contents.

So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave
the sense, and caused them to understand the reading (Neh. 8:8).
And all the people went their way to eat, and to drink, and to
send portions, and to make great mirth, because they had
understood the words that were declared unto them (Neh. 8:12).
Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every
false way (Ps. 119:104).
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path (Ps.
119:105).
The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding
unto the simple (Ps. 119:130).
And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and
understand (Mt. 15:10).
Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in
the mystery of Christ (Eph. 3:4).
Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of
the Lord is (Eph. 5:17).

Thus, the final authority, the Bible, God’s Word, is replete with
passages which plainly affirm that man can understand heaven’s
directives as they are made known in the sacred writings.

EXAMPLES OF THOSE IN THE
OLD TESTAMENT WHO HEARD AND UNDERSTOOD
The Bible abounds with examples of those who heard the Word of

God and understood its message without any supernatural or enabling
influence exerted upon their minds and/or hearts. A consideration of
some of them will help our understanding of this subject.
Adam And Eve Understood God’s Word

We have only to turn a few pages in our Bibles until we find the
first pair of humans, Adam and Eve. Moses revealed how God “formed
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life; and man became a living soul” (Gen. 2:7). Later, it is said that
God took one of Adam’s ribs and “made he a woman” (Gen. 2:22).
When the Creator of us all made that first pair, He made them with the
ability to hear, reason, and understand simple instructions. Adam was
told not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. He was
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also told in the day he did, he would surely die (Gen. 2:17). Eve knew
of the guidelines set forth by God—she repeated them to the serpent,
i.e., the devil (Gen. 3:1-3). As these matters pertain to our study, it must
be asked: 1) Did Adam and Eve have the God-given ability to hear the
instructions set forth by their Creator? 2) Did they have the capacity to
comprehend their instructions without any outside help from the Holy
Spirit? 3) Were they able to discern that they had violated the laws of
the Great I Am? There is only one correct answer which can be given
to all three questions, and it is most obviously, “Yes!” Because this is
so, we should be able to see that man has the responsibility to hear and
keep the Lord’s instructions, and that without some kind of direct
enabling influence of the Holy Spirit.
King David Understood God’s Word

King David knew that adultery and the taking of innocent human
life were sinful acts in the sight of God. He knew because God’s will
regarding these issues was recorded in the “Ten Commandments” (Ex.
20:13-14), as well as in other places. Yet, when David saw Bathsheba
bathing, he not only looked, he lusted, he sent for her, he committed
adultery, he tried to cover it up, and finally, he had Bathsheba’s
husband, Uriah, deserted in battle that he might die. These things being
done, God sent His prophet, Nathan, to David with a message that cut
him to the quick (2 Sam. 12). Nathan told David the story of two men;
one who was rich and the other who was poor. All the poor man had
was one little ewe lamb which he had bought, nourished, and cherished.
Nathan then said the rich man had a visitor and that he refused to take
from his own flock to feed him. Instead, he took the poor man’s prized
possession. Moved and angered over the rich man’s greed, selfishness,
and hard-heartedness, David declared: “[T]he man that hath done this
thing shall surely die: And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because
he did this thing, and because he had no pity” (2 Sam. 12:5-6). At that
point, Nathan told David: “Thou art the man” (2 Sam. 12:7). Thus,
convicted of the wrong he had done, David confessed: “I have sinned
against the Lord” (2 Sam. 12:13). With these matter before us, it is
appropriate to ask:1) Could David hear and understand God’s laws on
adultery and the taking of innocent life with nothing other than the
word of God to so inform him? 2) Could he hear and understand the
message sent to him by God through the words spoken by Nathan the
prophet? 3) Did David need some sort of supernatural, direct influence
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from the Holy Spirit in order to determine that he had sinned? It is
apparent from what the Bible says that David heard the Word of God,
understood the Word of God, and was convicted of his sin by the Word
of God—all without any outside enabling influences.
Naaman Understood God’s Word

Naaman is introduced to us in 2 Kings 5. Evidently because of his
military service, he was well favored by his king. As great as Naaman
was, he had to deal with a life-threatening disease, for “he was a leper”
(2 Kgs. 5:1). A captive maid let it be known that there was a prophet in
Samaria who might heal the mighty soldier. Naaman came to the house
of that prophet, Elisha. Elisha did not personally receive Naaman, but
merely sent word out to Naaman, instructing him: “Go and wash in
Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou
shalt be clean” (2 Kgs. 5:10). Considering the prophet’s treatment of
him to be disrespectful and inappropriate for a man of his standing,
Naaman went away angry without doing as Elisha had instructed. With
some encouragement from his servants, Naaman came back and
followed Elisha’s God-given instructions. Scripture states: “Then went
he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the
saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh
of a little child, and he was clean” (2 Kgs. 5:14). Forgive me if I sound
unloving or unkind, but how smart does a person have to be in order to
understand, go dip seven times in the Jordan River? Why would a
person have to be “enlightened” by the Holy Spirit to understand such
clear, plain, and precise language? The truth of the matter is, men do
not need to be directly, miraculously “enlightened” or “illuminated” by
the Holy Spirit to understand God’s Word because He chose and used
words that the average person can understand. If we can read and
understand what the Holy Spirit recorded in the above mentioned
accounts, we are able to understand what He has recorded for us
elsewhere.
Yes, There Is A Difference Between The Old And New Testaments

This is where someone usually says: “Well that was the Old
Testament, the New Testament is much different!” While it gives them
no support or encouragement in their errant thinking to admit it, it must
be admitted that they actually are correct in saying that the New
Testament is much different than the Old Testament. In the New
Testament we have a better hope (Heb. 6:19), a better testament (Heb.
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9:22), better promises (Heb. 8:6), better sacrifices, and a better High
Priest (Heb. 9:21-28). However, the same God Who revealed His will
using understandable inspired words in the Old Testament, has used
understandable inspired words to reveal His will to us today in the New
Testament.

Do people want us to believe that the Holy Spirit could use words
or language that the average person could easily understand in the Old
Testament, but for some reason He could not (or would not) do it in the
New Testament? To say we cannot understand God’s message of
salvation under the New Covenant is to say that the Third Person of the
Godhead is somehow ill equipped, or is lacking in His ability, to
convey the Almighty’s message to mankind. That is blasphemy. If we
need something other than or more than what we already have, then
Peter was wrong when he claimed:

According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him
that hath called us to glory and virtue (2 Pet. 1:3).

The “all things” in that verse does not include special, direct help from
the Holy Spirit. In this same verse, saying it is “through the knowledge
of him,” Peter identifies the source. Either we are provided “all things
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him” or
Peter is a false messenger. And, if that is the case, the Bible is untrust-
worthy and we really have no hope of eternal life. I think I will make
my stand with the Holy Spirit and the apostle Peter. Separate and apart
from any and all other materials or influences, we have been provided
with all we need to understand what God is saying in His Holy Word.

EXAMPLES OF THOSE IN THE
NEW TESTAMENT WHO HEARD AND UNDERSTOOD

People Understood God’s Word On Pentecost
In Acts 2, we have recorded for us the great and powerful sermon

preached by the apostle Peter. Peter, along with all the other apostles,
was guided by the Holy Spirit (Jn. 14:26; 16:13). Under the direction
of the Holy Spirit, Peter was inspired to preach the death, burial,
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ to his audience on that
eventful day of Pentecost. At the end of his discourse, he charged:

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God
hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord
and Christ (Acts 2:36).
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At that point in time, the presence and working of the Holy Spirit
cannot be denied. However, as the context proves, the Holy Spirit’s
direct influence was upon Peter and the other apostles—not the
audience. All the audience received were the words which came to
them in an indirect fashion. By inspiration the Holy Spirit first gave the
words directly to Peter. Then, Peter preached those words to the people.
The question is: “Without any additional help or influence received
directly from the Holy Spirit, did Peter’s audience fully understand the
spiritual truths presented in the words he preached on that occasion?”
Apparently they did, because “when they heard this, they were pricked
in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men
and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37). Notice, the Holy Spirit
did the converting (Jn. 16:8), but it was through the “instrumentality”
of words that He converted them. It was after they “heard” (words) that
they were pricked in their hearts. The weapon the Holy Spirit uses to
reprove, convict, and slay sin in the hearts of men is “the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. 6:17). Any survey of the
passages which discuss this mighty instrument wielded by Spirit, must
include:

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart (Heb. 4:12).
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek (Rom. 1:16).
And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of
his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an
inheritance among all them which are sanctified (Acts 20:32).
Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness,
and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to
save your souls (Jas. 1:21).

I have yet to understand why people say the Word of God cannot
be understood without some sort of direct enabling influence of the
Holy Spirit. Surely, they can see in their own Bibles that average
people heard Peter’s message on Pentecost, they clearly understood that
message, and then they even made the appropriate response to that
message (Acts 2:41). To those who claim there must be direct help or
some kind of immediate influence from the Holy Spirit before one can
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understand the Bible, all I can do is repeat what Jesus said—“Ye do err,
not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God” (Mt. 22:29).
Saul Of Tarsus Understood God’s Word

In consideration of the subject at hand, the conversion of Saul of
Tarsus should prove interesting and valuable. A short time before his
conversion, Saul was “breathing out threatenings and slaughter against
the disciples of the Lord” (Acts 9:1). If ever there was a man who was
dead set against Jesus and His followers, it was Saul. His mind was
closed and his heart fiercely set against the Cause of Christ. After Jesus
revealed Himself to Saul on the road to Damascus, the great persecutor
of the church ask: “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” (Acts 9:6).
Pay particular attention to the response Jesus made. He told Saul:
“Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do”
(Acts 9:6). Why did Jesus not tell Saul what to do on the spot? It is
understood that “grace and truth came by Jesus Christ” (Jn. 1:17). We
know that Jesus had “the words of eternal life” (Jn. 6:68). No doubt, He
could have told Saul what to do to be saved. So, why did He not tell
Saul what to do? I will tell you why—Jesus was not in the telling
business anymore.

The writer of the book of Hebrews explains:
For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the
death of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are
dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth
(Heb. 9:16-17).

After our Lord’s death, His last will and testament went into effect. In
that will, His stipulations and conditions for salvation are clearly set
forth. That which precedes every conversion account in the book of
Acts is preaching and teaching (Acts 2:14; 22:10; 8:22; 8:35; 10:27;
16:14; 16:32; 18:8). Thus, it is God’s plan that people be saved by
preaching and teaching. After his conversion, Paul wrote:

How then shall they call on him in whom they have not be-
lieved? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? (Rom.
10:14).
For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew
not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save
them that believe (1 Cor. 1:21).
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Since the terms of salvation are to be made known by preaching, Jesus
told Saul: “Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what
thou must do” (Acts 9:6). Saul heard and understood what Jesus told
him because he went to Damascus and waited for further instructions.
Ananias was commissioned to go to Saul and reveal to him what he
must do. Recounting his conversion, Paul said Ananias told him: “And
now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). Was Saul able to hear
and understand the words spoken to him by Jesus and Ananias? Yes,
because he told King Agrippa: “I was not disobedient unto the heavenly
vision” (Acts 26:19). The message was crystal clear, it was understood,
and the response was immediate. Moreover, all of this was done
without any aid, enabling or supernatural influence directly exerted by
the Holy Spirit.
The People Of Samaria, Including Simon, Understood God’s Word

Philip held a Gospel meeting of sorts down in Samaria (Acts 8). In
that meeting, he “preached Christ unto them” (Acts 8:5). The people
certainly understood what he said because they “gave heed unto those
things which Philip spake” (Acts 8:6). Further proof that they under-
stood is given in Acts 8:12—“But when they believed Philip preaching
the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.” Within that group
of true believers, there was a man by the name of Simon.

The Bible makes it ever so clear that Simon believed and was
baptized (Acts 8:13). When the Bible tells us that Simon believed and
was baptized, it means simply that. Just because he sinned shortly
thereafter does not mean he did not truly believe, as some suggest.
When Simon was baptized, he was baptized into Christ (Rom. 6:3; Gal.
3:27), he no longer stood condemned (Rom. 8:1), he was in the grace
that is in Christ (2 Tim. 2:1), he had access to all spiritual blessings
(Eph. 1:3), and he enjoyed the salvation that is in Christ (2 Tim. 2:10).
In other words, Simon was as saved as he was ever going to get.

Later, Peter and John came to Samaria, to this same group of
people, to lay hands on them in order to impart the Holy Ghost or
spiritual gifts. A point to remember here is that the Samaritans had
heard, understood, believed, and been baptized in response to God’s
Word, and yet, the Holy Ghost had “fallen upon none of them” (Acts
8:16). When Simon saw that the ability to bestow miraculous gifts was
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conveyed by the “laying on of the apostles' hands ... he offered them
money” (Acts 8:18). In so doing, he was trying to buy the power to
impart the spiritual gifts. Therefore, Peter rebuked Simon, saying:

Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the
gift of God may be purchased with money. Thou hast neither
part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of
God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if
perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee (Acts
8:20-23).

In the case of Simon, we have a true baptized believer sinning after
his conversion. After he sinned, Simon received instruction on how to
be forgiven. He understood Peter’s instructions without a direct
influence of the Holy Spirit upon him. Simon did not need the Holy
Spirit to “illuminate” in his mind what Peter said in order for him to
understand it. Simon was convicted of his sin without any supernatural
help given directly to him by the Holy Spirit. We know these things are
so because, immediately following Peter’s rebuke of him, Simon
responded to Peter, pleading: “Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of
these things which ye have spoken come upon me” (Acts 8:24). If
Simon heard, understood, and obeyed the instructions given in God’s
Word—before and after his conversion—without any direct action on
the Holy Spirit’s part to “illuminate” that Word in his mind so that he
could understand it, then why can others not do the same? The truth of
the matter is, any normal person can. That is why Jesus tells us:

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness:
for they shall be filled (Mt. 5:6).
... seek, and ye shall find (Mt. 7:7).
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free
(Jn. 8:32).

CONCLUSION
The theory of Holy Spirit “illumination” or “enlightenment” is

flawed because those who claim to possess it are drawing conclusions
not warranted by the Scriptures, and they are teaching false doctrines.
Furthermore, those who stake claim to having their understanding of
God’s Word “illuminated” by the Holy Spirit teach different, conflict-
ing and contradictory doctrines. That does not square with 1 Corinthi-
ans 14:33. If their understanding of the Scriptures was truly “enlight-
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ened” by a direct working of the Holy Spirit as they supposed, they
would “all speak the same thing” (1 Cor. 1:10).

If all the professors of Holy Spirit enlightenment are teaching
different doctrines, how would you ever prove them right or wrong—
and where would you go to prove it? Instead of listening to the beat of
a different drum, we need to do as the brethren at Thessalonica
did—“[T]hey received the word with all readiness of mind, and
searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts
17:11).

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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